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ATTENDANCEMATTERS!
W i t h  t h e  f i r s t  M a r k i n g  P e r i o d  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  b o o k s ,
e v e r y  m i n u t e  o f  e v e r y  d a y  c o u n t s !

Keep up with your child’s attendance through PowerSchool. If
you need any assistance with PowerSchool, attendance, doctor’s
notes, etc., please contact the main office at (908) 436-5700.
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H I S P A

Our middle school students had
their first two HISPA presentations

of the year. HISPA (Hispanics
Inspiring Students’ Performance
and Achievement) is a non-profit

organization that mobilizes
Hispanic professionals by providing

educational opportunities for
student to learn about various

career paths. 
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In  October ,  we  he ld  our  S tudent  Counc i l  e lec t ions  for  grades  5 -8 .  Nominees
were  respons ib le  for  g iv ing  speeches  to  peers  that  h igh l ighted the i r

leadersh ip  qua l i t i e s  and the i r  p lans  for  fos ter ing  k indness ,  compass ion ,
and respect  in  our  bu i ld ing .  Midd le  schoo l  s tudents  then  voted  and e lec ted

the  fo l low ing 2024 -2025  Student  Counc i l :

2024-2025
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P U M P K I N  D E C O R A T I N G
C O N T E S T

Our Second Annual Pumpkin Decorating Contest was a
hit! Each homeroom decorated a pumpkin

and the results were incredible:



B E N J A M I N  F R A N K L I N  S C H O O L  N O .  1 3  -  N E W S L E T T E R

The lead host of the celebrity Bound For Greatness Mentoring
Program is Duane West, America's leading nationally

acclaimed celebrity youth motivator, over 33 years of success
in schools and over 25 years of success on national television

(NBC TV). 

Mr. West uses the power of our celebrity status to
steer children towards productive roles in school, life,

their homes and the community. We encourage
students to make good choices and decisions. Most

importantly, we help students understand the
importance of education and the significance of

excelling academically. Our celebrity mentors inspire
students to dream big, aim high, set goals and respect

themselves and others.

The Bound for Greatness Mentoring
Program



WEEK OF RESPECTWEEK OF RESPECT
This year’s Week of Respect was a blast! Students had meaningful

discussions about what respect is and how we can honor and respect
ourselves, others and our school. They also engaged in a series of activities

that promoted unity, diversity and acceptance of others. Our School
Counselor Ms. Simpson and our School Social Worker Mr. Lopez were able to
meet with all classes to discuss how to define, report, and help stop bullying.
We ended the week with our Respect March and Pledge Signing, to uphold

the standards of kindness, compassion, and respect in our building.
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FAMILY CAREER DAY

Firefighter Latimore: Parent of
Bryson Latimore in room K-001.
Discussed the primary duties of

firefighters includes extinguishing
fires, conducting search and rescue

operations, providing emergency
medical care, and educating students

about fire safety and prevention.
 

 Mrs. Taverez Parent of Daviel
Rodriguez in K-001  is a realtor. 
A professional who helps people
buy, sell, or rent properties such

as houses, apartments, or
commercial buildings. Being a

realtor involves many
responsibilities, and it’s a job
that combines business skills

with personal interaction.



Gratitude is a powerful emotion that not only makes us feel happier but
also strengthens our relationships with others. When we practice gratitude,
we shift our attention away from negative thoughts and emotions, and
instead, we acknowledge and cherish the good things around us. 

Thanksgiving is celebrated on the fourth Thursday of every
November, and is one of the most cherished holidays in the United
States. But, have you ever wondered what Thanksgiving is really
about? It's more than just taking a day off from school or having a
feast of delicious food. Thanksgiving is a holiday when people
pause and reflect on what they are thankful for. It's a time when
family and friends show gratitude.

Expressing gratitude is not only beneficial to ourselves but also to those around us.
When we show appreciation to others, it strengthens our relationships and creates a
sense of connection. People feel valued and encouraged when they receive heartfelt
thanks. This cycle of gratitude can have a ripple effect, spreading positivity and
improving the overall well-being of a community.

There are so many ways you can practice gratitude in your life. One simple way is
to keep a gratitude journal. Each day, write down three things you are grateful for.
It could be something as small as a beautiful sunset or a kind gesture from a friend.
By writing them down, you reinforce the positive experiences and train your mind to
focus on the good things. We can also practice gratitude by giving back to
our community. Volunteer at a local shelter, donate
to a charity, or lend a helping hand to someone in
need. These actions remind us of the privileges we
have and how we can make a difference in the
lives of others.
How will you show your gratitude this Thanksgiving?

Read the passage below to learn why Thanksgiving is a gratitude
in the United States.
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Starts: November 18th
Progress Reports: January 3rd
Ends: February 3rd
Report cards on Powerschool:
February 11th

DECEMBER 2024

Winter Craft Activity All students
3-5:00pm (first come, first serve)

Movie Night December 12th
(grades 3-5) 3:00-5:00pm

Students dismissed at 12:15pm for
staff PD December 13th

Second Marking Period

Perfect Attendance Celebration
at 9am in the Gymnasium,
Celebrate students who had
perfect attendance for the month
of November.

Decemeber 4th

Winter Dance December 4th
(Grades K-4) 3-3:45pm and
(Grades 5-8) 4-4:45pm

December 4th

December 11th

Winter Concert December 18th
9am

Candy Gram Sale Throughout
the month of December 8:00-
3:00pm Guidance Office. School
Wide Fundraiser 

Dec. 23 - Jan. 3:

DECEMBERDECEMBER
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Upcoming Events

December 12th

December 18th

December 13th


